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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Urban 
District  of  Whitby  for  the  year  1919. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 

The  Whitby  Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Nineteenth 
Annual  Report  on  the  health  of  the  District,  which  will  be  my 
last  report  as  my  resignation  takes  effect  from  December  31st. 
In  thanking  you  for  your  help  during  the  long  time  that  I 
have  held  the  appointment,  I  should  like  to  point  out  that  my 
resignation  was  sent  in  because  I  considered  that  as  a  part- 
time  Medical  Officer  I  did  not  feel  that  I  could  give  sufficient 
time  to  the  work  to  satisfy  myself.  With  a  big  housing 
scheme  coming  on,  the  addition  to  the  work  of  the  supervising 
of  the  Midwife’s  Department,  the  work  in  connection  with  the 
Child’s  Welfare  Centre,  and  more  work  in  nearly  every  branch 
of  a  Medical  Officer’s  duties,  I  feel  that  the  time  has  come  for 
a  whole  time  appointment  if  the  work  is  to  be  thoroughly 
done.  During  the  year  a  successful  Child’s  Welfare  Centre 
has  been  established,  a  Town’s  Midwife  has  been  engaged 
and  both  these  departments  are  now  established  facts. 

My  Report  will  be  given  to  you  under  the  following 
headings  : — 

1.  — Vital  Statistics,  including  an  account  of  the  Births, 

Deaths,  Population,  and  Infectious  Diseases. 

2.  — Sanitary  Work  of  the  Year,  and  action  taken 

during  the  year  with  regard  to  Milk  and  Food. 

3. — Meteorological  Observations,  kindly  supplied  by 

Mr.  Woodhouse  Parkinson. 

4  — Work  done  in  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

5. — Port  Sanitary  Work. 

6.  — Inspector’s  Report, 
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1, — VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  Population  I  believe  is  larger  than  it  was  in  1918, 
and  might  be  taken  as  11,500,  at  the  last  census  it  was  11,139, 
and  as  the  first  figure  can  only  be  hypothetical  I  propose  to 
make  out  my  returns  on  the  latter  figure. 

'  1.  Births. — There  is  an  increase  in  the  number  of  births 
as  compared  with  1918,  but  this  figure  does  not  yet  reach  the 
number  for  1915,  and  as  the  birth  rate  is  only  a  decimal  point 
above  the  death  rate  it  cannot  be  looked  upon  as  satisfactory. 


a.  The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  births  for  the 
last  five  years : — 


1919  ...  198 

1918  ...  180 


1917  •“  153 

1916  ...  194 


1915  ...  223 


b. — The  following  is  the  number  of  births  for  each  quarter: 

1st  Qr.  2nd  Qr.  3rd  Qr.  4th  Qr.  Total 

Whitby  ...  Boys  ...  n  ...  9  ...  19  ...  27  ...  66 

Girls  ...  17  ...  16  ...  13  ...  19  ...  65 

Ruswarp  ...  Boys  ...  8  ...  6  ...  5  ...  15  ...  34 

Girls  ...  o  ...  o  ...  o  ...  o  ...  o 

Helredale  ...  Boys  ...  2  ...  1  ...  1  ...  o  ..  4 

Girls  ...  1  ...  o  ...  2  ...  1  ...  4 

46  39  73  76  198 


c.— The  following  gives  the  birth  rate  for  the  quarters: — 

1st  Qr.  2nd  Qr.  3rd  Qr.  4th  Qr. 

4.1  3.5  3.8  6.2  per  1000. 


d.— For  the  year 
per  1000. 

the  birth 

rate  of  the  District  is  177 

e. — The  number  of  illegitimate  births  is  as  follows : — 

1st  Qr.  2nd  Qr.  3rd  Qr.  4th  Qr.  Total 

Whitby  ... 

...  Boys 
Girls 

•  ••  x  •••  0  •••  ^  •••  i  •••  6 

•  •  *  X  •••  O  •••  X  •••  X  •••  ^ 

Ruswarp  ... 

..  Boys 
Girls 

•  •  •  X  •••  I  •  •  •  O  •••  0  •  •  •  2 

•  •  •  O  •  •  •  X  •  0  •  •  •  O  •  •  •  X 

Helredale... 

...  Boys 
Girls 

•  ••  0  •••  0  •  •  •  0  •••  0  •••  0 

•  ••  O  •••  O  •••  0  9  •  •  O  •••  O 

3  2  5  2  12 
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f. — This  gives  an  illegitimate  birth  rate  of  6.06  per  cent, 
for  the  year. 

I  am  sorry  to  say  that  there  are  some  medical  men  who 
fail  to  notify  births  early,  and  so  interfere  with  the  Health 
Visitor’s  prompt  attendance  after  a  confinement  takes  place. 

2.  Deaths. — The  number  of  Deaths  is  183,  to  which 
must  be  added  10  deaths  which  have  occurred  in  other 
districts  in  persons  belonging  to  this  district. 

1 

No  fewer  than  78  out  of  the  193  deaths  were  in  persons 
who  were  65  years  or  upwards,  57  were  70,  22  were  over  80, 
and  3  were  over  90  years  of  age,  one  of  this  number  reached 
the  advanced  age  of  98. 

The  Gross  Death  Rate  is  17.3,  corrected  for  deaths  of 
strangers  in  Public  Institutions  it  is  16.6,  and  excluding  the 
deaths  of  all  strangers  it  is  15*9. 

16  deaths  occurred  in  the  Union  Workhouse,  3  of  these 
were  strangers  ;  10  in  the  Cottage  Hospital,  4  of  which  did 
not  belong  to  the  district;  4  in  the  Nursing  Home,  of  which 
only  one  person  belonged  to  the  district. 


a.  The  following  table  gives  the  Causes  of  Death  in  the 
various  quarters  : — 


Acute  Bronchitis  ... 
Chronic  Bronchitis 
Asthma 
Pneumonia 
Laryngitis  ... 

Disease  of  Spinal  Cord 
Cerebral  Disease  ... 
Convulsions 
Colitis 

Intestinal  Obstruction 
Duodenal  Ulcer  ... 
Appendicitis 
Urethral  Stricture 
Chronic  Nephritis 
Otitis  Media 
Cardiac  Disease  ... 
Arteriosclerosis 
Bronchocele 
Phthisis 

Tubercular  Peritonitis 
Tubercular  Laryngitis 


1st  Qr.  2nd  Qr.  3rd  Qr.  4th  Qr.  Total 


2 

I 

o 

4 

1 

o 

4 

2 

o 

o 

o 

o 

I 

o 

o 

6 

o 

o 

3 
1 


3 
1 

1 

4 
o 

i 

5 
o 

o 

I 

I 

o 

o 

I 

o 

I 

o 

o 

4 

1 

o 


o 

2 

O 

O 

I 

O 

4 

o 

o 

O 

o 

o 

o 

o 

I 

I 

I 

I 

7 

1 


o 

1 

o 

2 
O 
O 

3 

o 

I 

I 

o 

I 

o 

I 

o 

7 

1 

o 

2 
O 


5 

5 

1 

10 

2 

1 

16 

2 

1 

2 
1 
1 

1 

2 

1 

15 

2 

1 

16 

3 
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Causes  of  Death  (continued) — 


Tubercular  Disease  of 

ist  Qr. 

2nd  Qr 

3rd  Qr 

4th  Qr. 

Total 

Spine 

...  0 

•••  3 

...  0 

...  0 

•••  3 

Tubercular  Meningitis 

•  •  •  O 

...  2 

0 

...  0 

...  2 

Cerebral  Tuberculosis 

0 

...  1 

...  0 

...  0 

1 

Measles 

...  17 

1 

...  0 

...  O 

...  18 

Diphtheria... 

1 

1 

...  0 

...  0 

...  2 

Influenza  ... 

•  •  •  /j. 

...  1 

...  0 

...  O 

•••  5 

Diarrhoea 

•  •  •  O 

...  0 

...  1 

...  O 

...  1 

Cancer 

...  8 

...  2 

...  5 

2 

...  17 

Imbecility  ... 

...  1 

...  0 

...  0 

...  O 

1 

Rheumatoid  Arthritis 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  I 

...  1 

Diabetes 

...  2 

...  0 

...  2 

...  O 

...  4 

Marasmus  ... 

...  1 

...  0 

...  0 

...  O 

1 

Senile  Decay 

Premature  Birth  and 

...  7 

-  5 

...  6 

...  6 

...  24 

Congenital  Debility 

1 

1 

...  0 

I 

—  3 

Glioma 

...  0 

1 

...  0 

...  0 

1 

Sarcoma 

...  0 

1 

...  0 

...  0 

...  1 

Fibroids 

Coroner’s  Inquests — 

...  0 

1 

...  0 

...  0 

...  1 

Natural  Causes 

...  1 

...  0 

...  1 

...  I 

•••  3 

Accidental  Deaths 

...  0 

0 

1 

...  2 

•••  3 

Suicide  ... 

...  0 

1 

0 

I 

...  2 

69 

45 

35 

34 

183 

Deaths  of  persons  belonging  to  this  District,  who  have 
died  away  from  home  and  whose  deaths  have  to  be  included 
in  my  returns  : — 


ist  Qr 

2nd  Q 

r.  3rd  Q 

r.  4th  Qr.  Total 

Cardiac  Disease  ... 

...  0 

...  O 

I 

...  0 

...  I 

Cancer 

...  O 

0 

...  0 

...  2 

...  2 

Accident 

...  0 

...  0 

I 

...  0 

I 

Cerebral  Disease  ... 

...  0 

...  0 

...  I 

...  O 

I 

Diphtheria  ... 

...  1 

...  0 

...  0 

...  O 

..  I 

Diabetes 

1 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

I 

Atheroma  ... 

0 

...  0 

...  I 

...  0 

...  I 

Mastoid  Disease  ... 

...  0 

...  0 

I 

...  0 

...  I 

Emphysema 

...  0 

...  0 

I 

...  0 

...  I 

7i 

...  45 

...  41 

...  36 

—  J93 

b.  The  Death  rate  for  the  quarters  is  as  follows : — 

ist  Qr.  2nd  Qr.  3rd  Qr.  4th  Qr. 

Total  ...  ...  ...  6.19  4.03  3.1  2.9  per  1000 
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c.  The  Ages  at  which  death  occurred  were  as  follows : — 


ist  Qr. 

2nd  Qr 

3rd  Qr. 

4th  Qr. 

Total 

Under  1  year 

4  ... 

3  — 

I 

3  — 

1 1 

Between  1  and  5  years  ... 

19  ... 

4  ... 

I 

0  ... 

24 

Between  5  and  15  years 

2  ... 

4  ... 

0  ... 

0  ... 

6 

Between  15  and  25  years 

3  ••• 

2  ... 

3  — 

2  ... 

10 

Between  25  and  65  years 

22  ... 

14  ... 

1 1 

7  - 

54 

Over  65  years  ... 

19  ... 

18  ... 

19  ... 

22  ... 

78 

69 

45 

35 

34 

183 

To  these  must  be  added  the  deaths  from  away  as  follows  : 

ist  Qr.  2nd  Qr.  3rd  Qr.  4th  Qr.  Total 
Between  1  and  5  years  ...  1  ...  o  ...  o  ...  o  ...  1 

Between  5  and  15  years  o  ...  o  ...  1  ...  o  ...  1 

Between  25  and  65  years  1  ...  o  ...  3  ...  2  ..  6 

Over  65  years  ...  ...  o  ...  o  ...  2  ...  o  ...  2 


D. 


I9I9 

1918 


The  following  gives  the  Number  of  Deaths  for  the 
last  five  years  for  comparison. 


...  193 

...  197 


1917  ...  162 

1916  ...  167 


1915  •••  J73 


e.  The  next  table  gives  the  Number  of  Males  and 
Females  who  died  during  the  year  : — 

ist  Qr.  2nd  Qr.  3rd  Qr.  4th  Qr.  Total 
Males  ...  ...  35  ...  22  ...  15  ...  21  ...  93 

Females  ...  ...  34  ...  23  ...  20  ...  13  ...  90 

69  45  35  34  183 


To  these  must  be  added  6  males  and  4  females  who  died 
away  from  home. 

f.  The  General  Death-rate  for  the  year  is  17.3  per 
1000;  corrected  for  all  strangers  who  died  in  Public  Institu¬ 
tions  in  the  district  it  is  16.6  per  1000;  corrected  for  all 
strangers  it  is  15.9  per  1000. 

G.  16  deaths  from  Phthisis  gives  a  death  rate  of  1.4  per 
1000  and  for  all  Tubercular  diseases  we  have  the  very  high 
death-rate  of  2.3  per  1000. 

h.  For  other  Notifiable  Diseases  we  have  a  death-rate 
of  1.7  owing  to  18  deaths  from  Measles  and  2  from  Diphtheria. 

1.  1  death  from  Diarrhoea  brings  the  death  rate  for  all 

infectious  diseases  up  to  1.8  per  1000. 
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j.  The  Infantile  Mortality  is  smaller  this  year  than  it  has 
been  for  some  years,  I  am  tnankful  to  say ;  it  amounts  to  55.5. 
For  the  sake  of  comparison  I  give  the  Infantile  Mortality  for 
the  last  six  years. 


1919  ...  55.5  1 

1917  . 

..  58.8 

i9T5 

•  •  • 

58.2 

1918  ...  94.2  1 

1916  . 

..  72.1 

1914 

69.0 

Infectious  Diseases  Notification.- 

* 

1st  Qr. 

2nd  Qr.  3rd  Qr. 

4th  Qr 

Total 

Diphtheria 

...  7 

...  8  ... 

4  ... 

5  • 

..  24 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

...  6 

...  0  ... 

4  ... 

1 1 

..  21 

Erysipelas 

...  1 

1 

0 

3  • 

••  5 

Typhoid  Fever  ... 

...  1 

...  0  ... 

1 

0 

2 

Malaria  ... 

0 

1 

2 

0  . 

3 

Measles  ... 

...  195 

...  7  ... 

1  ... 

1 

..  204 

German  Measles 

0 

...  0  ... 

0  ... 

2  . 

2 

Tubercular  Disease 

...  4 

...  2  ... 

4  ... 

3  • 

..  13 

2I4 

19 

16 

25 

274 

The  year  opened  badly  with  a  large  number  of  cases  of 
Measles  and  unfortunately  of  a  bad  kind,  with  no  less  than  17 
deaths  in  the  first  quarter,  and  1  in  the  second  quarter.  A  few 
cases  of  Diphtheria  have  been  notified  throughout  the  year, 
but  it  has  never  been  epidemic,  and  the  same  remark  applies 
to  Scarlet  Fever. 


2—  SANITARY  WORK  FOR  THE  YEAR. 

I  have  often  at  considerable  length  gone  into  our  housing 
difficulties,  and  I  see  no  reason  to  alter  any  of  my  previous 
opinions.  This  year  a  Survey  of  the  housing  was  called  for 
by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  and  in  order  to  get  a  complete 
return,  the  services  of  Messrs.  French  &  Wilkins,  Architects, 
etc.  were  obtained,  and  a  house  to  house  visitation  was  made  ; 
the  result  was  a  complete  confirmation  of  my  own  opinion, 
namely,  that  something  extensive  will  have  to  be  undertaken 
if  the  houses  of  the  town  are  to  be  considered  moderately 
satisfactory.  A  large  number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  came 
to  light,  and  in  my  summing  up  I  reported  that  no  less  than 
350  new  houses  were  necessary  in  order  to  give  the  Council 
the  opportunity  of  providing  dwellings  for  the  overcrowded 
parts  of  the  population,  and  the  housing  of  persons  who  were 
turned  out  of  their  houses  owing  to  closing  orders,  etc.  Until 
some  such  output  is  provided,  it  is  difficult  to  see  how  any 
work  of  a  satisfactory  kind  can  be  carried  out,  as  it  is 
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impossible  to  make  anything  of  these  houses  unless  the 
tenants  are  first  got  out.  Again  in  my  summing  up  of  the 
Survey  I  thought  it  was  advisable  to  colour  the  Ordnance 
map  “  yellow  ”  for  the  whole  of  the  old  part  of  the  town, 
indicating  in  this  manner  that  by  a  system  of  repairing, 
reducing  the  number  of  houses  by  converting  two  or  three 
into  one,  and  where  necessary  demolishing  obstructive  and 
bad  houses,  fairly  satisfactory  condition  of  houses  could  be 
obtained.  The  survey  again  brought  to  light  what  I  had 
previously  known,  that  scarcely  any  of  the  houses  in  the 
poorer  parts  of  the  town  have  any  water  laid  into  the  house, 
and  there  is  a  very  large  number  of  privy  middens  in  com* 
parision  with  W.C.s.  During  the  year  with  your  Inspector 
I  have  carried  out  a  number  of  inspections  of  houses,  and 
have  had  closing  orders  served  on  the  owners,  and  a  general 
plan  of  dealing  satisfactorily  with  others — noticeably  in 
Henrietta  Street — has  been  drawn  up,  but  the  work  cannot 
proceed  further  until  there  is  somewhere  to  put  the  tenants 
until  the  alterations  have  been  carried  out.  The  Council  has 
made  a  start  by  the  purchase  of  what  is  known  as  the 
“Gallows  Close”  Farm,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  building 
there  will  be  pushed  on  with. 


3.— METEOROLOGICAL  OBSERVATIONS. 


By  T.  Woodhouse  Parkinson. 


Summary  of  Bright  Sunshine  at  Whitby 


for  the  Year 

1919. 

Hours 

Daily 

Per 

per  Month. 

Mean. 

Cent. 

January 

•••  4°*4 

1 .61 

•  •  • 

21 

February 

50.7 

I.82 

19 

March 

...  81.6  ... 

2.65 

•  •  • 

23 

April  ... 

...  127.7 

4.27 

•  •  * 

31 

May  ... 

217.5 

7-03 

•  •  • 

44 

June  ... 

165.1 

5-50 

•  •  • 

33 

July  ... 

...  104.2 

3.36 

•  •  # 

21 

August 

...  166.9 

5-39 

•  •  • 

37 

September 

1 5 1-3 

5-03 

•  •  » 

40 

October 

...  107.8 

3.48 

•  •  • 

34 

November 

51'3 

1.70 

•  •  • 

21 

December 

•••  34*7 

1.13 

•  •  • 

16 

Mean  for  the 

year  108.3 

3-S8 

•  •  • 

28 
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Rainfall  at  Whitby . 

Rain  Gauge — Diameter  of  Funnel,  8  inches  ;  height  of  top — 
above  ground,  i  foot ;  above  sea  level,  125  feet. 
Average  Rainfall  for  45  years  (1867-1911)  25.33  inches. 

Number  of  days 


Month. 

Total  Depth. 

Inches. 

Greatest  Fall  in  24  hours. 
Inches.  Date. 

with  .01  or  more 
recorded. 

January... 

2.6  7 

O.58 

3rd 

22 

February 

I.32 

O.I9 

22nd 

13 

March  ... 

4.26 

O.83 

nth 

19 

April  ... 

I.42 

o-54 

27th 

l6 

May 

O.79 

0.23 

7th 

8 

June  ... 

I.37 

o.55 

30th 

13 

July 

2.01 

o-54 

2nd 

12 

August 

2.03 

1. 01 

27th 

16 

September 

1.00 

0.30 

19th 

12 

October 

4.77 

0.82 

...  26th 

19 

November 

2.75 

o-39 

...  4th 

27 

December 

2.80* 

0.44 

15th 

21 

27.I9  198 


Air  Temperature . 

The  Air  Temperature  is  obtained  from  Thermometers  in  a 
louvred  screen  four  feet  above  the  ground. 

125  feet  above  M.S.L. 

Temperature  (degrees  F.) 


Mean  of 

Mean 

a  §0 

o> 

S3  O 

C3  60 

Absolute 

Max.  and  Min. 

1919. 

1 

Max. 

A 

Min. 

B 

of 

A  &  B 

8  g 

<D 

13  § 

W 

* 

CS 

a 

c3 

0 

d 

3 

►* 

°F 

°F 

°F 

°F 

°F 

°F 

°F 

Jan. 

4 1  *4 

33*3 

374 

8 

23 

49 

15th 

26 

19th 

Feb. 

40.9 

32*3 

36.6 

9 

30 

48 

22-24 

18 

10th 

March 

43-3 

32-5 

37-9 

TO 

30 

54 

2nd 

24 

29th 

-30th 

April 

52.5 

38.2 

45-4 

15 

41 

69 

18th 

28 

27th 

May 

60.6 

43*9 

52.3 

l6 

42 

76 

13  th 

34 

20th 

June 

64.7 

48-5 

56.6 

l6 

42 

83 

7th 

39 

27th 

July 

62.4 

50.0 

56.2 

12 

31 

70 

nth 

45 

8th 

August 

68.4 

51.2 

59-8 

17 

40 

81 

12th 

41 

28th 

Sept. 

64.2 

46-5 

55-4 

l8 

49 

82 

nth 

33 

28th 

-29th 

Oct. 

54-9 

41. 1 

48.0 

H 

39 

71 

6th 

32 

15th 

Nov. 

44*3 

34.8 

39'6 

9 

32 

57 

23  rd 

25 

29th 

Dec. 

45*2 

35-6 

40.4 

9 

29 

55 

3rd 

26 

26th 

Mean  for  the  year,  47.1. 


Coldest  Night,  February  10th.  Warmest  Day,  June  7th. 
Coldest  Month,  February.  Warmest  Month,  August. 
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4.— WORK  DONE  IN  THE  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

At  the  end  of  1918  there  were  in  Hospital  1  case  of 
Diphtheria  from  the  Urban  District  and  2  cases  of  Diphtheria 
from  the  Rural  District,  and  during  1919  the  following  cases 
have  been  admitted  from  the  Urban  District : — Scarlet  Fever, 
20  cases  with  1  death;  18  cases  of  Diphtheria  with  2  deaths; 
2  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever  with  no  deaths;  and  2  cases  of 
mixed  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria  with  no  deaths.  In 
addition  to  these  there  were  admitted  3  Small-pox  contacts, 
who  came  to  Whitby  from  an  infected  ship. 

During  the  same  period  from  the  Rural  District  the 
following  cases  were  admitted  : — 5  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever 
with  no  deaths  ;  14  cases  of  Diphtheria  with  1  death. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  10  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  Urban  District  remained. 

I  regret  to  say  that  during  the  year  we  have  had  a 
return  case  of  Scarlet  Fever,  and  I  think  I  am  right  in  saying 
that  this  is  the  first  case  of  the  kind  for  10  years — a  record 
that  one  does  not  feel  ashamed  of.  This  shows  the  care  that 
is  exercised  by  the  Staff  at  the  Hospital.  I  have  again  to 
report  on  the  excellent  work  done  by  your  Matron,  which  has 
been,  as  in  past  years,  of  the  most  efficient  character. 

I  should  like  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Council  to  the 
fact  that  they  have  now  no  provision  for  infectious  disease 
with  the  exception  of  the  odd  bed  or  two  in  the  administra¬ 
tive  block,  and  that  we  have  been  dependent  on  the  accommo¬ 
dation  provided  by  the  Rural  Council  during  the  year,  in  faat 
since  the  Urban  block  was  burnt  down. 

In  submitting  to  you  the  Health  Visitor’s  report  I  am 
sorry  that  she  has  had  to  leave  us,  the  work  done  by  her 
has  been  good  and  the  figures  given  by  her  shew  the  extent  of 
the  work  that  she  has  undertaken  in  addition  to  her  work  as 
School  Nurse  under  the  County  Council.  A  fresh  call  was 
made  on  her  time  and  energies  when  in  August  I  established 
a  Child’s  Welfare  Centre  in  Grape  Lane.  This  quickly 
became  popular,  and  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  it  has 
been  of  immense  value  to  those  who  have  attended  it.  Advice 
has  been  given  and  foodstuffs  have  been  supplied  at  wholesale 
rates  for  the  children,  such  as  Ambrosia,  Glaxo,  Virol,  etc. 
The  results  shown  by  weekly  or  less  frequent  visits  were  most 
encouraging,  and  with  few  exceptions,  there  has  been  a 
marked  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the  little  patients. 
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In  addition  to  the  Child’s  Welfare,  during  the  year  a 
Town’s  Midwife  has  been  engaged,  and  a  fortunate  choice  was 
made  in  Nurse  Robbins,  who  very  quickly  got  as  much  work 
as  she  could  satisfactorily  handle.  The  desire  for  her  services 
showed  to  me  the  need  that  there  has  been  in  the  town  for  a 
qualified  midwife  available  at  any  time  at  a  charge  which 
made  her  services  possible  for  practically  all  who  wished  to 
have  her. 


5.— PORT  SANITARY  WORK. 

Sixty-seven  vessels,  excluding  fishing  boats,  have  come 
into  the  port  during  the  year.  These  are  practically  all 
trading  from  port  to  port  in  the  United  Kingdom.  There 
have  been  no  cases  of  illness  on  any  of  these  vessels. 


Yours  faithfully, 

W.  E.  F.  TINLEY,  M.D., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Mliitbj)  Urban  district  Council. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Council's  Sanitary  Inspector 

AND 

Cleansing  Superintendent, 

O.  E.  GRAHAM,  M.S.I.A., 

Cert.  Royal  Sanitary  Inst., 

Diplome  in  Meat  and  Food  Inspection,  etc., 

FOR  THE 

YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  31st,  1919. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Council’s  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Cleansing 
Superintendent  for  the  year  1919. 

Sanitary  Inspector’s  Office, 

Council  Offices,  Whitby. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 

The  Whitby  Urban  District  Council. 

Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  for  your  consideration 
my  Seventh  Annual  Report  as  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
Superintendent  of  Public  Cleansing. 

The  report  will  be  found  to  contain  a  review  of  the  work 
and  the  results  obtained  by  your  staff,  and  has  been  arranged 
in  a  similar  manner  as  in  previous  years,  so  that  comparison 
with  my  former  reports  may,  if  necessary,  be  readily  made. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  figures  supplied,  steady  progress 
has  been  maintained  regardless  of  the  high  cost  of  materials 
and  labour. 

The  abolition  of  the  foul  and  offensive  Privy  Middens  and 
Pail  Closets  calls  for  special  attention  and  will  receive  in 
future,  I  hope,  that  attention  which  it  deserves. 

It  is  work  which  will  occupy  a  considerable  time  to 
accomplish,  as  we  have  a  large  number  of  this  class  of 
conveniences  in  the  town. 

The  greatest  obstacle  at  the  present  time  which  appears 
to  impede  the  work  of  Sanitary  reform  is  the  unsettled 
condition  of  the  labour  market  and  the  high  cost  of  materials 
generally.  One  can  only  hope  that  conditions  will  steadily 
change  for  the  better, 

During  the  year  45  complaints  were  received  regarding 
alleged  nuisances  and  all  received  prompt  attention. 
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I  have  made  during  the  year  2,332  inspections,  which  are 
summarised  as  follows  : — 


Summary  of  Inspections. 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Complaints  investigated  ...  ...  ...  45 

Common  Lodging  Houses  ...  ...  ...  2 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  ...  ...  65 

Drains  Tested  ...  ...  ...  ..  23 

Factories  and  Workshops  ...  ...  :..  21 

Markets,  Meat,  Fish  and  Fruit  Shops  ...  91 

Offensive  Trades  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Re-visits  to  property  under  notice  ...  ...  363 

Re-visits  to  work  in  progress  ...  ...  346 

Houses  Disinfected  ...  ...  ...  78 

Slaughter-houses  ...  ..  ...  ...  468 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  804 


Total  ...  2332 


Arising  out  of  these  inspections,  441  nuisances  were  found 
on  101  premises,  318  have  already  been  abated,  and  123  are 
either  in  hand  or  instructions  have  been  given  for  the  work  to 
be  carried  out. 

1 21  Owners  or  Agents  were  seen  personally,  37  Prelim¬ 
inary  Notices  were  sent  and  10  Statutory  Notices  were  served. 

As  will  be  readily  seen  the  main  of  the  Sanitary  defects 
have  been  remedied  as  the  result  of  personal  interviews. 

The  removal  of  nuisances  summary  here  appended  gives 
the  kind  of  nuisance  found  and  remedied  during  the  year  : — 


Removal  of  Nuisances  Summary. 


Not  yet 

Found  Abated  Abated 


Drains  requiring  re-construction 

...  50 

36 

14 

Drains  requiring  connecting  with  Main  Sewer  24 

13 

11 

Drains  not  efficiently  trapped 

...  92 

79 

13 

Drains  requiring  Ventilating  Shafts 

...  24 

18 

6 

Defective  Sink  Pipes  ... 

...  4 

4 

— 

Defective  Yard  Drains 

...  6 

4 

2 

Defective  Cellar  Drains 

.  • .  — 

— 

Defective  Eave  and  Fall  Pipes  ... 

...  28 

10 

18 

Defective  Roofings 

...  13 

4 

9 

Defective  Urinals 

...  2 

2 

Defective  Water  Closets 

...  6 

5 

1 

Defective  House  Floors 

...  8 

4 

4 
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Removal  of  Nuisance  Summary  (continued) — 


Found 

11UI  l 

Abated  Abated 

Waste  Pipes  requiring  disconnecting 

32 

28 

4 

Fall  Pipes  requiring  disconnecting 

27 

19 

8 

To  provide  Eave  and  Fall  Pipes 

3 

I 

2 

To  provide  Sinkstones  in  houses 

5 

3 

2 

Nuisances  from  want  of  Drains 

1 

I 

— 

Nuisances  from  Stagnant  Water 

7 

7 

— 

Nuisances  from  defective  Yard  Paving  ... 

8 

7 

1 

Nuisances  from  Poultry,  Pigeons  &  Animals 

1 

1 

— 

Offensive  Accumulations 

5 

5 

— 

Closets  requiring  Lime- washing 

1 

1 

— 

To  provide  Ashes  Bins 

3i 

20 

1 1 

Ashpits  and  Closets  requiring  re-construction 

8 

8 

— 

Old  Privies  altered  to  Water  Closet  System 

26 

15 

11 

Insufficient  Closet  accommodation 

4 

4 

— 

Houses  overcrowded  ... 

6 

4 

2 

Houses  damp 

4 

4 

— 

Houses  requiring  Water  Supply 

4 

2 

2 

Houses  with  defective  Plaster- work 

2 

— 

2 

Workshops  requiring  Limewashing 

3 

3 

— 

Cowsheds  requiring  Limewashing 

6 

6 

— 

44 1 

318 

123 

Housing*  and  Town  Planning*  Acts,  1909  and  1919. — 

The  work  carried  out  under  the  Act  during  the  year  will  be 
found  in  the  Medical  Officer’s  report,  he  being  the  Officer 
appointed  by  you  to  administer  the  Act  in  Whitby. 

Owing  to  Dr.  Tinley  resigning  his  position  as  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  you  have  appointed  me  Officer  for  the 
»  purpose  of  the  Inspection  of  District  Regulations,  1910,  and  I 
hope  to  be  able  to  report  fully  on  the  work  in  my  next  report. 

Bakehouses, — The  number  of  Bakehouses  on  the  register 
at  the  present  time  is  16.  22  visits  have  been  made  to  them 

during  the  year.  In  only  2  cases  had  occupiers  to  be  warned 
re  dirty  conditions,  generally  they  were  found  clean  and 
satisfactory.  We  have  also  in  the  town  3  factory  Bakehouses, 
1  of  which  is  underground. 

Offensive  Trades. — The  Offensive  Trades  carried  on 
under  license  in  the  town  are  Tripe  Boilers,  2,  Bone  Boiler,  1, 
Fat  Melter,  1,  and  Gut  Scraper,  1.  These  businesses  are 
carried  out  in  the  premises  erected  by  the  Council,  situate  at 
California.  They  have  been  kept  clean  and  satisfactory 
throughout  the  year. 
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Factories  and  Workshops.— 45  visits  have  been  made 
to  these  premises.  These  visits  include  visits  to  bakehouses 
and  outworkers  premises. 

During  the  year  I  have  received  from  His  Majesty’s 
Inspector  of  Factories,  4  notifications  of  the  establishment  of 
new  workshops,  and  5  Notices  under  Sec.  5  °f  the  Factories 
and  Workshops  Act,  1901,  which  have  all  received  prompt 
attention. 

Common  Lodging*  Houses. — At  the  present  time  we 
have  only  one  Common  Lodging  House  in  the  Town.  This 
has  been  visited  at  intervals  and  has  been  found  clean  and 
well  maintained. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops.— There  are  at 
the  present  time  24  registered  cowkeepers  within  the  district, 
an  increase  of  3  since  my  last  report.  On  the  24  farms  are 
housed  272  Milch  Cattle,  an  increase  on  last  year’s  figures  of 

49- 

Bi-annual  inspections  have  been  made  to  these  farms  by 
your  Veterinary  Surgeon  and  myself. 

Generally,  conditions  have  been  found  satisfactory,  only 
in  a  few  cases  had  complaint  to  be  made  re  the  dirty  condi¬ 
tions  of  the  cows  and  sheds. 

It  is  most  important  that  we  should  have  a  clean  milk 
supply,  seeing  that  it  forms  the  staple  food  for  infants  and 
invalids,  and  it  therefore  follows  that  it  should  be  produced 
under  the  most  hygienic  conditions. 

Some  farmers  pay  special  attention  to  the  grooming  of 
cattle  and  the  cleanliness  of  the  sheds,  while  others  are  met 
with  who  ignore  this  very  important  part  of  their  duty,  and 
the  Health  Committee  have  deemed  it  necessary  to  serve  a 
Notice  on  all  Cowkeepers  in  the  area,  pointing  out  the  im¬ 
portance  of  this  matter  with  a  view  to  securing  cleanly 
conditions  generally.  A  copy  of  the  Notice  is  here  appended  . 

WHITBY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  Orders, 
1885  and  1886. 


NOTICE. 

The  Regulations  made  by  the  Urban  District  of 
Whitby,  under  the  above  Orders,  provide  that  every 
Cowshed  in  the  Urban  District  must  be  limewashed 
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with  quicklime  at  least  twice  in  every  year,  namely: 
in  the  months  of  May  and  October. 

Provision  is  also  made  for  the  cleanliness  of  milch 
cattle,  their  udders  and  teats,  and  the  hands  of 
persons  milking  such  cows,  to  prevent  infection  and 
contamination. 

Warning  is  hereby  given  that  the  Health  Committee 
intend  to  strictly  enforce  these  Regulations. 

BY  ORDER, 

O.  E.  Graham, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 

Tuberculosis  Order.  This  order  still  remains  suspended. 

Slaughter  Houses. — The  slaughter  houses  remain  the 
same  as  last  year,  10  registered  and  2  licensed,  they  have 
been  visited  very  frequently  during  the  year  and  have  been 
maintained  in  a  clean  and  satisfactory  condition. 

In  my  previous  reports  I  have  dealt  fully  with  these 
premises  and  I  cannot  but  again  raise  the  question  of  a  public 
abattoir  as  being  one  of  the  most  urgent  questions  confronting 
the  local  authority. 

Meat  Inspection. — 'The  question  of  the  inspection  of 
butchers  meat  is  one  in  which  I  take  a  very  great  interest,  and 
one  which  I  consider  to  be  of  first  importance  in  public 
health  work. 

It  is  a  well  known  fact  that  Bovine  and  Swine  are  prone 
to  deadly  diseases,  some  of  which  are  communicable  to  man 
and  others  which  are  not,  but  which  so  change  the  character 
of  the  meat  as  to  render  it  unwholesome  and  quite  unfit  for 
food. 

The  general  public  are  not  familiar  with  the  diseased 
conditions  met  with  and  it  therefore  follows  that  I  have  to 
devote  a  considerable  amount  of  my  time  to  this  work  to 
prevent  unfit  meat  reaching  the  public. 

As  I  have  said  in  my  previous  reports,  the  proper  place 
to  inspect  butchers  meat  is  in  the  slaughter  house  when 
slaughtering  is  in  progress,  as  all  organs  are  then  available  for 
inspection  purposes. 

Seeing  that  our  slaughter  houses  are  situate  in  various 
parts  of  the  town  and  slaughtering  is  taking  place  at  all  times, 
it  is  utterly  impossible  to  be  in  attendance  in  all  cases.  I 
endeavour  however  to  see  every  carcase  killed  for  food  each 
week. 
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Again  I  am  pleased  to  report  that  the  whole  of  the  meat 
condemned  was  surrendered  by  the  butchers,  and  in  no  instance 
did  I  consider  the  circumstances  such  as  to  warrant  any  other 
method  of  procedure. 

The  total  weight  of  meat  condemned  during  the  year  is  as 
follows : — 


Total  weight  of  home  killed 

meat 

condemned 

including  organs. 

Tons. 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Lbs. 

Beef  in  carcase  ...  1 

16 

14 

Veal  in  carcase  ...  — 

3 

1 

18 

Mutton  in  carcase  — 

2 

24 

Total  ...  2 

0 

I 

0 

Frozen  meat  condemned— 5 

cwts., 

i  qr., 

8  lbs. 

Total  weight  of  meat  condemned. 

2  tons.  5  cwts.  2  qrs.  8  lbs. 

Fruit  and  Vegetables.— Regular  visits  have  been  made 
to  the  market  and  the  shops  with  a  view  to  ascertaining  the 
quality  of  the  fruit  and  vegetables  exposed  for  sale. 

Generally  speaking  the  goods  were  found  of  good  quality. 

During  the  year  however  2  crates  of  Cauliflowers,  6  stone 
of  Carrots,  and  i  box  of  Cucumbers  were  destroyed. 

i  ton  of  Potatoes  consigned  to  a  dealer  in  the  town,  and 
which  had  been  delayed  in  transit,  were  found,  on  arrival,  unfit 
for  food  and  were  condemned. 

i  cwt,  2  qrs,  21  lbs  of  Dates  and  i  gallon  of  preserved 
Apples  were  also  destroyed  as  unfit  for  food. 

Butter. — 56  lbs  of  Government  Butter  has  been  con¬ 
demned  as  unfit  for  food  during  the  year. 

Poultry  and  Rabbits.— The  poultry  and  rabbits  exposed 
for  sale  have  been  found  satisfactory. 

Refuse  Removal. — This  very  important  work  is  carried 
out  under  my  personal  supervision  by  the  Council’s  own  staff. 

A  weekly  collection  is  maintained  in  the  new  portion  of 
the  town  and  a  bi-weekly  collection  is  made  as  far  as 
practicable  in  the  old  portion  of  the  town. 

Taking  into  consideration  the  large  amount  of  privies 
which  exist  the  work  is  carried  out  satisfactorily,  and  it  is  my 
endeavour  at  all  times  to  create  as  little  offence  as  possible. 
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The  public  could  assist  a  great  deal  in  reducing  to  a 
minimum  any  offence  from  this  work  if  they  would  only 
exercise  greater  care  in  the  general  use  of  these  places,  but 
there  are  some  who  appear  to  pay  no  attention  whatever  to  this 
matter,  especially  is  this  the  case  in  the  old  portion  of  the  town 
where  accommodation  is  limited. 

It  is  high  time  this  abomination,  the  priw,  was  cleared 
out  altogether,  but  nothing  short  of  a  scheme  will  abolish  them 
in  a  reasonable  time.  15  have  been  converted  dufing  the  year 
and  orders  for  the  conversion  of  1 1  others  have  been  placed  by 
owners  of  property  with  contractors. 

Apart  from  the  point  of  reducing  to  a  minimum  any  offence 
in  the  work  of  removal,  there  would  be  a  great  saving  in  the 
cost  of  scavenging  generally  if  water  closets  and  dust  bins  were 
universally  adopted.  This  is  proved  beyond  doubt  in  the 
clearing  of  refuse  from  the  areas  which  have  been  dealt  with, 
as  a  dust  bin  can  be  carried  to  the  cart  and  emptied  at  one 
operation,  whereas  it  requires  several  journeys  by  the  men  to 
to  empty  a  privy. 

In  Summer  the  work  is  commenced  at  daybreak  and 
completed  before  noon,  in  Winter  the  work  is  carried  out 
during  the  day. 

Method  of  Disposal. — Up  to  October  we  had  as  usual 
to  rely  on  farmers  allowing  us  to  tip  on  the  farms  around  the 
town.  These  accumulations  in  the  Summer  time  have  given 
us  much  anxiety  owing  to  the  many  complaints  received  from 
visitors  of  the  smell  from  same  and  the  untidy  appearance  of 
the  hedges  and  country  lanes. 

The  greatest  difficulty  has  been  experienced  during  the 
past  few  years  in  securing  a  tip  at  a  convenient  distance  from 
the  town  which  is  very  important,  some  farmers  absolutely 
refusing  to  open  out  a  tip  owing  to  the  very  large  amount  of 
rubbish  the  refuse  contains  and  which  had  to  be  got  rid  of  by 
them. 

Ultimately  these  sortings  from  the  refuse  tips,  bottles,  jars, 
pots,  tins,  etc.,  were  tipped  over  the  cliff  at  Upgang  and  looked 
very  untidy  indeed  to  visitors  to  the  town. 

Owing  to  labour  troubles,  high  wages  and  shorter  hours, 
together  with  the  difficulty  in  securing  suitable  tips,  the 
Council  decided  last  year  to  erect  a  screening  plant  at 
California  for  dealing  with  house  refuse  generally. 

In  October  a  commencement  was  made  at  this  screening 
plant,  the  refuse  is  passed  over  a  series  of  screens  and  all  sale¬ 
able  materials  are  separated,  paper  and  rubbish  generally  are 
burnt,  and  the  screenings  are  at  the  disposal  of  farmers,  free 
from  rubbish  for  manurial  purposes. 


21 


The  incinerator  attached  to  the  plant  which  was  erected 
on  experimental  lines  has  proved  capable  of  dealing  with  the 
amount  of  rubbish  screened,  and  at  the  present  time  a  new 
incinerator  is  being  erected  on  modern  lines,  with  a  much 
higher  chimney. 

The  summary  which  follows  will  give  some  idea  of  the 
amount  of  refuse  dealt  with  during  the  year,  but  this  does  not 
include  the  loads  of  tradesmen’s  refuse  which  have  been  sent  to 
the  incinerator  for  destruction,  and  which  before  its  erection 
could  be  seen  daily  burning  on  Tate  Hill  Sands  and  Longburn 
Sands  or  otherwise  deposited  into  the  harbour. 

DETAILS  OF  COLLECTION. 


Loads  collected. 

Places  emptied. 

January 

.  4°22 

I7»245 

February 

.  322 

13.897 

March 

.  332 

I3.97I 

April 

.  325 

.3.789 

May 

.  41 1 

17,322 

June 

.  256 

13,682 

July 

.  2  75 

13.854 

August 

.  423 

17A1 1 

September 

.  352 

14,084 

October 

.  438 

17,069 

November 

.  345 

i3>728 

December 

.  3*9 

1 2  *  53 1 

Totals  ...  4,2ooJ 

178.583 

DETAILS  OF  DISPOSAL. 

Loads  sent  out  Loads  deposited 

Loads  dealt  with 

of  the  district  on 

:arms  within 

at  Salvage 

by  truck.  the  district. 

Yard. 

January 

...  187 

21 5$ 

— 

February 

...  log 

213 

— 

March 

125 

207 

— 

April 

24 

301 

— 

May  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

41 1 

— 

June  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

256 

— 

July  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

275 

— 

August 

. . .  — 

423 

— 

September 

...  — 

352 

— 

October 

. . .  — 

1 76 

262 

November 

. .  — 

55 

290 

December 

10 

51 

268 

Totals 

445 

2935i 

...  820 
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Loads  removed 

by  farmers  from 

Salvage 

manurial  purposes. 

Waggon. 

Cart 

October 

•  1 1 6  ••• 

22 

November 

...  100 

41 

December 

...  1  1 8 

63 

Totals 

•  •  •  3  34  •  •  • 

126 

Loads  sent  into  the  country  by  rail  from  Salvage  Yard. 


October 

•  •  • 

nil 

November  ... 

•  •  » 

nil 

December 

•  •  • 

10 

Closet  and  Ashpit  Accommodation.— The  following 

is  a  summary  of  the  closet  and  ashpit  accommodation  at  the 
present  time. 


Water  closets  .  2,386 

Midden  privies  ...  ...  100 

Moveable  privy  tins  ...  ...  1,101 

Dry  ashpits  ...  ...  ...  419 

Ashes  bins  ...  ...  ...  1,283 


At  the  premises  where  water  closets  are  in  use  ashes  bins 
are  provided  for  the  storage  of  house  refuse. 

• 

Salvage. — Throughout  the  year  the  collection  of  waste 
paper  has  been  maintained  although  the  market  for  this  class 
of  waste  has  not  been  encouraging.  Paper  which  during  the 
war  brought  11s  /14  per  ton  has  since  the  armistice  only 
brought  £5  per  ton.  It  is  difficult  to  understand  this  big 
decrease  in  value  seeing  there  is  a  world  shortage  of  paper. 
Firms  who  during  the  war  were  prepared  to  take  all  one  could 
produce  now  absolutely  refuse  to  re-work  the  material.  I  am 
informed  that  continental  paper  manufacturers  find  it  profits 
them  to  buy  waste  paper  in  this  country,  bear  the  cost  of 
freight,  and  make  it  into  paper  in  their  own  country. 

A  commencement  was  made  at  the  Council’s  Salvage  Yard 
in  October.  Although  the  plant  is  not  yet  completed,  it  has 
proved  capable  of  dealing  with  the  town’s  refuse. 

Apart  from  the  saving  effected  through  having  a  central 
depot  at  a  fixed  distance  from  the  town  and  the  saving  in 
labour,  I  can  foresee  a  very  substantial  revenue  from  the  sale 
of  the  material  salved  from  the  refuse. 
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The  screenings  from  the  plant  are  being  readily  removed 
by  farmers  who  speak  very  highly  of  the  material  as  a  manure. 

We  have  also  carted  screenings  to  allotments,  but  for 
these  a  charge  has  been  made. 

The  total  value  of  the  salved  material  sold  during  the  year 
amounted  to  £10%  18s.  6d. 

REPORTS. 

May  13th,  1919. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  General  Purposes  Committee. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

As  instructed  by  the  Council,  the  Chairman  of  the  Sanitary 
Committee  and  myself  visited  Catterick  Camp  on  the  3th  inst. 
and  examined  the  Waste  Eliminator  Plant  installed  there. 

We  were  informed  by  the  manager  that  the  Plant  was 
erected  owing  to  the  pressure  of  private  enterprise  with  the 
War  Office. 

The  War  Office  gave  sanction  to  the  firm  to  install  the 
Plant  and  work  same  under  civil  management. 

The  Plant  originally  consisted  of  boiler,  engine,  one  unit 
Fat  Melter,  together  with  one  Turbine  Fat  Extractor,  Fat 
Settling  and  Refining  Tank.  The  original  boiler,  which  is  an 
ordinary  vertical  one,  works  at  80  lbs  pressure.  It  is  still 
working  the  Plant  although  it  has  been  extended  by  an 
additional  unit  Fat  Melter. 

METHOD  OF  WORKING. 

The  units  are  fed  from  the  top,  8  cwts.  01  swill  or  other 
matter  constitutes  a  charge.  This  waste  is  now  manipulated 
in  the  Melter  by  being  agitated  by  the  revolving  arms  inside 
the  Melter  and  also  at  the  same  time  by  being  subject  to  the 
heat  in  the  steam  jacket  surrounding  the  Melter.  This  opera¬ 
tion  is  continued  for  three  hours,  after  which  time  the  contents 
of  the  Melter  are  withdrawn,  and  on  withdrawal  it  resembles 
very  much  a  mass  of  beaten  pulp. 

We  were  informed  by  the  manager  that  in  the  process  of 
melting  50  per  cent,  is  lost  owing  to  evaporation. 

We  had  the  pleasure  of  witnessing  the  withdrawal  of  a 
charge  after  the  melting  process.  The  pulp  is  now  taken  to 
the  Turbine  Fat  Extractor.  About  one  quarter,  as  near  as  I 
can  say,  of  the  pulp  is  placed  into  the  Extractor  at  one 
operation  and  we  saw  2\  buckets  full  of  fat  extracted  from 
same.  This  operation  is  repeated  until  the  whole  of  the  pulp 
has  been  treated.  The  manager  informed  us  that  about  35  lbs 
of  fat  is  recovered  from  each  charge. 
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The  pulp  after  the  fat  is  extracted  is  turned  out  on  to  the 
floor  and  is  readily  bought  for  pig  food.  During  the  war  he 
has  been  obtaining  £ 12  per  ton  for  same,  and  now  since  the 
feeding  stuffs  have  come  on  to  the  market,  £ 8  per  ton  is 
obtained. 

The  whole  of  the  fat  extracted  is  now  placed  into  refining 
tanks  where  it  is  boiled  with  a  certain  amount  of  water,  and 
after  this  process  is  completed  the  fat  is  run  into  barrels  and 
sold. 

Bones  and  all  other  wastes  are  dealt  with  in  a  similar 
manner  to  the  one  described  above,  bones  are  first  crushed  in 
a  bone  crusher,  and  after  the  fat  is  extracted  the  residue  is 
riddled  and  a  very  valuable  bone  meal  is  obtained. 

We  would  like  here  to  say  the  Plant  being  the  property 
of  a  private  firm,  the  manager  was  somewhat  careful  not  to 
give  anything  away. 

We  gathered  from  the  many  samples  that  were  shown  to 
us  that  by  manipulation  of  the  various  kinds  of  the  treated 
wastes  very  valuable  pig,  poultry,  and  chicken  food  were 
made. 

The  bones  and  cracklings  are  sent  away  to  another 
factory  owned  by  the  same  firm,  and  are  there  worked  up  into 
various  food  stuffs. 

Judging  from  what  we  saw  and  from  the  information  we 
were  given,  we  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  the  business 
appears  to  be  a  very  lucrative  one. 

We  have  made  inquiries  from  the  makers  of  the  Plant 
and  they  inform  us  that  a  Plant  suitable  for  our  purpose 
would  cost  about  £fi,ooo.  Buildings,  etc.  would  also  be 
required  and  this  would  add  considerably  to  the  cost. 

The  Fish  Offal  at  the  present  time  is  not  sufficient  to 
keep  a  plant  working  continuously  in  this  town,  and  we  were 
informed  that  without  continuous  working  satisfactory  results 
would  not  be  obtained. 

We  estimate  that  one  unit  worked  continuously  9  hours 
per  day  would  deal  with  8  tons  of  waste  per  week. 

In  the  event  of  the  fishing  industry  being  revived  in  the 
port,  and  a  sufficient  quantity  of  fish  offal  being  available,  we 
are  of  the  opinion  that  the  installation  of  a  plant  as  above 
described  would  be  an  acquisition  to  the  town. 

(Signed)  O.  E.  GRAHAM, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
(Signed)  M.  WILSON, 

Chairman,  Sanitary  Committee. 
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Public  Lavatories. — We  have  in  the  Town  6  Public 
Lavatories,  4  are  on  the  East  Side  and  2  on  the  West;  they 
are  cleansed  daily. 

Very  often  they  have  been  found  improperly  used  and  in 
a  disgusting  condition,  and  on  one  or  two  occasions  they  have 
been  choked  through  children  placing  tins,  etc,  into  the  closet 
basins. 

Apart  from  the  dirty  conditions  and  the  choking  of  the 
drains  the  damage  to  these  conveniences,  which  is  a  regular 
occurrence,  is  enormous,  and  I  am  afraid  it  is  not  all  done  by 
children. 

The  Public  would  do  the  Council  a  favour  if  they  would 
report  cases  they  may  witness  of  wilful  damage. 

Street  Cleansing1. — The  Streets  are  cleansed  by  the 
Council’s  own  staff  and  they  are  kept  fairly  clean  and  tidy. 

Some  of  our  streets  are  in  a  very  bad  state  of  repair  at 
the  present  time,  and  it  is  utterly  impossible  to  keep  them  as 
tidy  as  one  would  desire. 

As  I  have  said  before  a  good  road  surface  is  easily 
cleansed  but  a  bad  road  is  never  clean. 

The  Courts  and  Yards  in  the  old  Town  are  also  cleansed 
by  the  Council’s  staff. 

Infection  and  Disinfection.— As  will  be  seen  for  the 
Medical  Officer’s  Report  56  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  have 
been  reported  during  the  year.  The  whole  of  the  houses  have 
been  disinfected  after  the  removal  of  the  patients  to  the 
Hospital.  13  notifications  of  Tuberculosis  have  also  been 
notified,  and  disinfection  has  been  carried  out  in  these  cases 
where  possible.  In  the  event  of  a  Consumptive  removing 
from  one  house  to  another  the  Health  Visitor  sends  me  a 
notification,  and  the  house  which  has  been  vacated  is 
thoroughly  disinfected  before  being  occupied  again.  4  houses 
have  also  been  disinfected  on  account  of  Vermin. 

Food  and  Drugs. — Sampling  under  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Acts  is  carried  out  under  the  direction  of  the  County  Council. 
The  Inspector  has  been  in  the  district  on  many  occasions 
during  the  year. 

Petroleum. — 9  applications  were  received  during  the 
year  for  licenses  to  store  petroleum  spirit.  The  premises 
were  inspected  and  approved  and  all  the  licenses  were 
granted.  The  total  amount  of  petroleum  spirit  allowed  to  be 
stored  under  license  is  4,130  gallons. 
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In  concluding  my  report  I  beg  to  thank  the  Council  and 
the  Health  Committee  for  their  kind  consideration  shown  to 
me  throughout  the  year. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

O.  E.  GRAHAM,  M.S.I.A., 

Inspector  of  Nuisances  and  Cleansing  Superintendent. 
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